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Background 

 

Separation as a force in society has manifold expressions, on political, legal, personal 

and aesthetical levels: two siblings draw a line in a shared room, not to be crossed 

under penalty of screaming; public lavatories separate men and women to ensure 

privacy; sick or disabled people are separated from society, officially (quarantine) or 

implicitly (inaccessibility); a couple separates as a step before divorce; two nations 

fighting over the same piece of land are advised to divide the land and separate. 

 

The ambivalence of separation is enfolded in the distance between two cities: not 

much more than a decade after the fall of the Berlin Wall, an icon of separation and 

the grim personal consequences of politics, a division of the city of Jerusalem into 

two capitals was proposed by President Clinton as a solution to the Israeli-Palestinian 

conflict. 

Other forms of separation include separation of men and women in prayer-houses and 

in schools, Jim Crow laws in the US, and the Apartheid rule in South Africa. 

 

This seminar seeks to explore the ambivalent nature of separation as one that is both 

counter-intuitive to the intertwined mode of any given society by definition, and at the 

same time reflective of societal organizations through cliques, classes social 

structures, etc. 

 

 

 

 



Guidelines 

 

Papers should include concrete examples of textual or visual representations of 

separation, in any genre of literature (prose, poetry, drama, nonfiction, etc.) or visual 

culture (photography, film, art, performance, etc.). Discussions should include 

reference to relevant theories to the aspects or separation represented, such as race 

(Fanon, Bhabha, Said), gender (Butler, de Beuavoir), conflict resolution and 

international relations (Kressel, Huntington), or political and anthropological or 

psychological aspects (Foucault, Agamben). [the names suggested are only examples 

– not required]. 

 

This panel will be conducted as a seminar: papers accepted will be distributed 

beforehand, and discussed during the conference in the context of other papers (rather 

than the standard 20 minute paper, 10 minute Q&A). While this is a more demanding 

format, I hope it will be more fruitful for participants as an interdisciplinary platform 

for people working on separation in various fields. 

 

Please send abstracts of 500 words on literary or visual representations and 

readings of separation to Aryeh Amihay (aamihay@princeton.edu). 

 

Deadline for abstracts: September 30, 2010. 

Presenters will be notified by October 15, 2010. Deadline to submit full paper (prior 

to conference): March 1st, 2011. 

 

About NeMLA 

 

The 42nd Annual Convention will feature approximately 360 sessions, as well as 
dynamic speakers and cultural events.  Details and the complete Call for Papers for 
the 2011 Convention will be posted in June: www.nemla.org.   
 
Interested participants may submit abstracts to more than one NeMLA session; 
however panelists can only present one paper (panel or seminar).  Convention 
participants may present a paper at a panel and also present at a creative session or 
participate in a roundtable.  Do not accept a slot if you may cancel to present on 
another session. 
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About me 

My name is Aryeh Amihay and I am a PhD student in the Dept of 

Religion at Princeton University. I am interested in ancient Jewish 

literature (Hebrew bible, Dead Sea Scrolls, Apocrypha and 

Pseudepigrapha, Rabbinic literature) and am currently working on a 

dissertation on the legal texts of the Dead Sea Scrolls. 
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Aryeh Amihay, PhD Candidate 
Dept. of Religion, 1879 Hall 
Princeton University 
Princeton, NJ 08544 
 
Home Address:  
228B Harrison Lane 
Princeton, NJ 08540 
 
Home Phone: 1-609-910-1709 
 
aamihay@princeton.edu 
 
www.princeton.edu/~aamihay 
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